vaV -
- E A§
L _ —d =
0 iato®
Wer & Communication Contractors Associdl

Power & Communication Contractors Association
Position Paper: The Need for GIS Mapping of Underground Facilities
(Avoiding Underground System Damage, Costs & Delays)
September 2022

The Power & Communication Contractors Association (PCCA) represents contractors, manufacturers, and
suppliers who build and repair America’s power and communications infrastructure, including electric
transmission, distribution, and substation facilities and broadband systems. PCCA members represent some 85
percent of the construction entities performing broadband deployment and the majority of electric power
infrastructure projects across the U.S.

As America prepares for hundreds of billions of dollars for infrastructure improvements in virtually every
subsurface market, damage prevention is fundamental, and all stakeholders must ensure that their
responsibilities are met. Ensuring accurate mapping of underground facilities is a top priority for PCCA, and the
association believes that electronic Geographic Information System (GIS) mapping should be required by
facility operators and that the Common Ground Alliance (CGA) should host this data.

The underground has become a spider's web of utility networks, and accurate mapping of underground utility
facilities has become a challenging and difficult task. GIS creates, manages, analyzes, and maps all types of data
related to underground facilities. GIS connects data to a map, integrating location data with a range of limiting
information regarding the subsurface facilities in that area, and it allows for layering of data tied to geographic
points. Rather than restricting the user to limited features on a static map, GIS mapping allows for viewing
customizable combinations of data layers in a single dynamic tool.

Common Ground Alliance Is the Best “Honest Broker” for Mapping Info

In 2003, CGA established the Damage Information Reporting Tool (DIRT), which allows for submitting
underground damage and near-miss reports into one data repository. Using information submitted through the
tool each year, CGA’s DIRT program reports on damages and some of the trends that can be extrapolated from
that data. As GIS is increasingly utilized as a tool to ensure more accurate mapping, data regarding the location
of all underground facilities should be hosted by CGA, the largest and most trusted damage prevention
organization operating in the United States and throughout North America.

PCCA continues to support damage prevention policy that reflects shared responsibility among all stakeholders
in the process and promotes four principal pillars to damage prevention: 1) membership of all owners/operators
of underground facilities to the state one-call center, 2) accurate and timely locating, 3) potholing of
underground facilities, and 4) full and balanced enforcement of state damage prevention statutes. Accurate
mapping of underground facilities is a fundamental part of accurate and timely locating, and ensuring the use of
GIS should be considered as damage prevention legislation is developed and considered.

GIS Mapping Is Vital to Implement Infrastructure Improvements

The recently passed Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act includes allocated funding for broadband
deployment, hardening the electric grid, and infrastructure improvements in a wide range of subsurface utility
markets, meaning underground facility damage prevention practices are critical, and all responsibilities must be
met. Mandating the use of readily available GIS mapping technologies is clearly the most effective way to
ensure for the accurate locating of underground facilities. This critical data should be housed in a single
repository, and CGA should be that host.



